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As expected, the EasyGroup's

first hotel flies in the face of

convention, stealing a modular

system from a cruise ship
fit-out and using a
contractor with a very
unusual background.

Phil Bishop reports

ST week contractor Urang finishad the
rt?u::ﬁn-hnrm - three wecks ahead of scheduke
~ of the first BEasyHoted, a new concept in botels
freen Stedios Hage-loannou’s ExsyGroup. The
hoted in Lexham Gardens, Kenungton, in the
heart of London's museum district, is dbtinCive
for two reasona. It b cheap and it is simple.
Rather like the Fasylet airline service, in fact.
It ks possible, acconding to the Easy Hotel websize,
1o hook a room in this prime location for as lire as
£20 a night, although you might have to hunt hard
4o find susch an offer, Enter certain dates oaline and
the price s amsthing up to £175 2 night. Fos this you
g1 8 room that is ether “umall” (80 g 10, “tiny
{70 sq 1) o “very timy”™ (60 5q 1) and is u.tihif.':‘a'f}
10 harve & window, You can just shout vwing a cat
i the "senall” rooms, but only a taildess Manx
There iv minmimal service. [nstead of a dinimyg rocem
there are vending machines. But there is a bed, pay-
perview television and 2 shower W pod in overy
room, plas plenry of familiar Exsy -orange branding.
This is & prce-Jed concepe for the budget travelker
O the ootside, pumber 14 Lesham Gardens
w8 pranx, frve-storey Oeorgian terrace that was
previcasty 30 18-room hotel. Urang has ripped ou
all the old services and converted this space into
a shiny new 34-room hotel in just (e months
Thes lus been tnade possible by the wse of 2
peelabricated walling and ceiling system from
the home of the flat-pack, Scandinavia. The only
oniginal feature keft is the statrcase, with its cak
bannister and (leur de b wrought iron balustrades
Urang secured the £4 50,000 refurbinhment
contract against much betier-cstablished conmtruction
coenpanies and 1t is by far the larpest contract #
has taken on o date. Urang dirccior Siove Bushell
bedieves that being a small, young company made
% more sdaptable 1o &:nrwbuiﬁiing SystcmL
EnsyGroup's brand peneral manaper Roger Powell
conlirma thi. He sayx: “Using a now method of
comstiuchion we needed & budder willing o grasp
# new concepe and be flexible in spproach.”
Each room of the hote] bs made up of between
12 =nd 15 for the walls and up to 15 pancls
ko the There are no wet trades here
excep in the staurwell area, where the original
walls hine been keft unoovered by panclling.
The pane! & s supplied by Inexa, o Danish
commpasyy. Cetling paneds are prossed stocl. The wall
are s of veel pn plasterband
with » filling of isalation material. They are 100
o thick, except where they are used apainst pre-
eadalirig party willy — then they are just 25 mm thick
odieg b produced by Ineva
Essyidisels archiect, EFR. The numbers tell

Siod buce trap are 12 the floor and cach panel

- g with & longue-and-groove connoction
0 e adjacent secticn. A % man provides
& wonery B That pamachs e st 1o cach
ﬂﬂ_ﬁhm ol 10 Wi King ebove,
iy & Shmites e
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Hotel building the Easy wa
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the system is that the
building structure
needs to be
absolulely true,

Mr Bushell
says: = The biggest
lesson we learned
is that, particularly
in an oid building,
you need 1o measure
it 1o death. There Is some
fexibility, but within limis.”

Urang found that the ali
old wall prevented it froan litting (ive roomas o6l
the first Moor as planned.

AMr Bushell says; “There was a brand manual we
had 1o follow that specified room size. We coukdn’t
go any smaller, It was quite a challenging couple of
weeks, We'd huve one solution and then look at it
apain and it didn’t quite work.”

In thie end, through laldson with architeets and the
system supplicr, the team came up with a

= “}. |

in mid-April. It ook just two months 10 install in

the region of 1,000 prefabricated panels, whose

arrival on site wad phased over four deliverics.
Furither time and cost is saved because the walling

systemn comes ready-certified 1o meet the sound,

wre and insulstion requirernents of the building

regulations. Acoustic tests still have 16 be conducted

on site. These don't come cheap but, because all the

roms are the same, only 5 per cent of the building

(1w rooms) had to b tested, rather than 10 per cent.

The minksnum requiremnent is sound protection up to

A3 db - here the rooms are protected up to 48 db,
Urang takes no crodit for the concept. That

came [rom Easy Group, which had used the syslem

1o fit-vut the Mirst EasyCruise ship in Singanaore,

: walling syxlcma

more than 20 years, mnitially for cruise ships and

ollshore platforma, but this ks its first onshore

LUK contract,

reprewentative,

lendering to suppiy the s

sccommodation in Shellicld, Salford and Bradford.

The only problem Urang has encountered with

‘Using a new
method of
construction
we needed a
builder willing
to grasp a new
concepl and
be flexible in
approach’

R

Roger Powell,
EasyGroup brand
genoral manager

Fum:nl ol one

Inexa has been

the Danish ¢
ry Kowe. He
for new-build student
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stock market ked 1o a peduci in
demand for concierge seraces
" But we kept being asked if we i
knew a good plumber o plasterer,” he
savs. Urang was rupidly in domestis
= ' and then commercial property ropair
and maintenance services, then o
S building jobs such as kitchens and
bathrooms. By focusing on service
and customer care, it has growm i
a £4.5 millon-turmdner busincis
with a kot of repeat cuatomers
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